


From 2021 the UK Government has introduced  
more stringent regulations including the introduction 
of civil penalties and a requirement for statements 
to be published on a new digital government 
reporting service.

However, eliminating modern slavery in construction 
supply chains isn’t something that can be achieved 
overnight. It is often difficult to identify signs of 
exploitation, especially in large, complex supply 
chains involving hundreds of subcontractors and 
labour agencies. 

Modern slavery operations are also arranged by 
criminal organisations who are often skilful law 
evaders and experts when it comes to avoiding 
detection and keeping exploitation hidden from 
others, including colleagues and authorities. 

This makes it difficult to spot modern slavery and it 
can also be tricky to know how to take action.



Modern Slavery is the illegal exploitation of people (of any age, 
nationality, gender) for personal or commercial gain. It is an 
umbrella term and includes:

Sexual and criminal exploitation: victims are forced 

into prostitution or forced to commit crimes.

Domestic Servitude: victims are 

forced to work (normally in private 
homes), subject to ill treatment, 
humiliation and excessive working 
hours with little or no pay.

Labour exploitation: 
victims are forced to work 
with little or no pay and may 
suffer poor working 
conditions, excessive working 
hours or wage deductions, or 
be housed in squalid 
accommodation.





Slavery was abolished but never eradicated – no country or supply chain is 
exempt from the crime of modern slavery.

It is estimated that 40.3 million men, women and children around the 

world are trapped in modern slavery, whether through human 
trafficking, forced labour, debt bondage, forced or servile marriage, or 
commercial sexual exploitation.



“Modern Slavery is the great human rights issue of our time”. 
UK prime Minister Theresa May

Modern slavery is often said to be ‘hidden in plain sight’, but if you understand the signs that someone may be a victim of modern slavery 
then you are more likely to be able to identify them and respond appropriately. 

The warning signs

Indications of modern slavery can be difficult to spot. Some of the things to look out for include:

• Workers who don’t have written employment contracts

• Workers who have had to pay fees to obtain work

• Workers who can’t prove that they’re legally entitled to work in the UK

• A large number of people listed as living at the same address

• Agencies charging suspiciously low rates against standard industry pricing

• Workers who seem to have few personal possessions or often wear the same clothes

• Workers who appear frightened or reluctant to talk to others

• Workers who are dropped off or collected for work by the same person regularly, either very early or very late at night

• Workers showing signs of physical abuse and may appear malnourished or unkempt.



Myth or Fact?
Statement 1

Slavery does not happen in the UK?



MYTH
Slavery happens around the world. The most recent 

estimate by the Global Slavery Index 2018 states that there 
may be 136,000 victims of modern slavery in the UK alone.



Myth or Fact?
Statement 2

Modern Slavery is Illegal in the UK



FACT
In the UK, the Modern Slavery Act 2015 simplified and 

brought together pre-existing legislation, and increased the 
maximum sentence for modern slavery to life 

imprisonment.



In English, Polish, Lithuanian and Russian



In Slovakian, Bulgarian, Latvian and Romanian


